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Dear Jessica Lee, MP 
As a tenant of Three Valleys Housing Association I am concerned about the effects of the welfare reforms.

The Welfare Reform Bill cuts great holes in the safety net of millions of people up and down the country and will force many of the most vulnerable people in our society into serious hardship.

I am concerned about your proposal to introduce cuts to the amount of benefit that people can receive if they are deemed to have a spare room in their housing association home.

This measure is punitive, very poorly targeted and will do little to address the problems of overcrowding.

The Government’s own assessment reveals that 670,000 people in the UK face cuts averaging £676 per year. 
If disabled people in adapted properties are pushed out of their homes they will need to have their new property adapted in the same way – often at the taxpayers’ expense – and the bill is likely to run into millions of pounds.

The Government should drop this punitive measure, as people will face a cut in their benefit even if they are not able to move to a smaller social home.

Tenants should keep the choice of whether to have their benefit paid direct from the Department of Work and Pension to their landlords. This will help reduce personal debt and the risk of people going into arrears.

For social landlords, the payment of benefit direct has been a critical component of their ability to secure private investment at highly competitive rates, and to maximise their capacity to deliver much needed affordable homes at good value to the tax payer.

That’s why I am calling on the Government to drop or amend these proposals. They will hurt vulnerable tenants and could reduce the ability to secure private investment for desperately needed affordable homes.

Yours sincerely,
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